
 

Post Doc, Ph.D. Asger Sverrild works at the Department of Respiratory 
Medicine at Bispebjerg Hospital, Copenhagen, in a shared research and clinical 
position. He is currently focusing on translational aspects of asthma immunology 
and new biologic treatments and is co-supervising several Ph.D. fellows on 
projects aiming at identifying mechanisms driving asthma that can ultimately 
result in better and more personalized medicine.  
 
Prof, Ph.D. Celeste Porsbjerg is a professor of severe asthma the Department 
of Respiratory Medicine at Bispebjerg Hospital, Copenhagen, where she heads 
the severe asthma clinic, and co-chairs the Respiratory Research Unit. Celeste 
Porsbjerg is furthermore director of the Copenhagen Center for Translational 
Research (CCTR). Her research revolves around solving key clinical issues in 
difficult asthma, understanding disease mechanisms, and personalising asthma 
management.  Celeste Porsbjerg chairs the Danish Severe Asthma Registry 
(DSAR), and is the national representative for Denmark in SHARP and ISAR. 
 
Helen Reddel is a Research Leader at the Woolcock Institute of Medical 
Research in Sydney and Chair of the Science Committee of the Global Initiative 
for Asthma (GINA). Her current research focuses on practical strategies to 
improve management of airways disease, qualitative research in both mild and 
severe asthma, and a population study of breathlessness. She has a focus on 
improving communication between patients and health professionals, and on 
making guidelines not only evidence-based but also practical and patient-
centered.   
 
 
Professor James Chalmers is the British Lung Foundation Chair of Respiratory 
Research at the University of Dundee. He is a consultant Physician at Ninewells 
Hospital and runs a specialist service for over 1000 patients with complex airways 
diseases (bronchiectasis, COPD and severe asthma). He chairs the European 
Bronchiectasis Registry and chaired with 2017 ERS guidelines for 
bronchiectasis. His research interests include the lung microbiome, neutrophil: 
bacterial interactions, clinical trials and clinical epidemiology. He is deputy chief 
editor of the European Respiratory Journal. In 2017 he won the Patrick Neil 
Medal from the Royal Society of Edinburgh and the Romain Pauwels award from 
the European Respiratory Society for his contribution to airways disease 
research. 
 
Sebastian L Johnston: is Professor of Respiratory Medicine & Allergy at the 
National Heart and Lung Institute, Imperial College London. He is Director of the 
MRC & Asthma UK Centre in Allergic Mechanisms of Asthma, is the Asthma UK 
Clinical Professor and is a UK National Institute of Health Research Senior 
Investigator.  He Edited Thorax from 2002-2010 and serves as Associate Editor 
or on the Editorial Boards of several other Respiratory and Allergy Journals. He 
has published >450 scholarly manuscripts and 18 patents. Notable achievements 
include establishing the viral aetiology of the majority of asthma and COPD 
exacerbations, discovering novel mechanisms of susceptibility to virus infection 
in asthma and COPD, and developing novel treatment approaches for acute 
exacerbations of these diseases.  
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Programme 
16.00 - 16.50 Asthma Treatment – what’s the news 

v/Helen Reddel, Professor, MBBS Ph.D. FRACP 
Woolcock Institute of Medical Research, The University of 
Sydney,Australia  

  
16.50 - 17.05  What´s new in severe asthma 

v/Celeste Porsbjerg, professor, Ph.D. Bispebjerg Hospital  
 
17.05 - 17.50  Understanding the links between virus infections and 

asthma exacerbations – a path towards better treatments 
v/Sebastian L. Johnston, Professor, 
Imperial College London, UK 
 

17.50 - 18.10  Break 
 
18.10 - 18.55  Bronchiectasis – a common co-morbidity in severe 

asthma: How to diagnose and manage 
 v/James Chalmers, Professor,  
 University of Dundee, UK  
 
18.55 - 19.10  News from AZ 

v/Annette Axel, Key Account Manager, AstraZeneca  
 
19.10 - 19.30  Summary of the day 
 v/Asger Sverrild, Post Doc, Ph.D., Bispebjerg Hospital 
 
19.30 - 21.00  Dinner  
 
DK-4825-xx-09-19-RIA 
 
 

Target group:  Pharmacists, Doctors and other healthcare 
professionals with interest within treatment of asthma  

 
 
In collaboration with Professor Celeste Porsbjerg and post doc, phD Asger 
Sverrild, Bispebjerg Hospital, AstraZeneca has outlined a meeting 
programme focusing on the latest development in asthma, including the 
management of the patient with severe asthma. 
Professor Helen Reddel, Australia, chair of the Gina Science Committee will 
give a lecture on the landscape of asthma treatment 2019.   
Professor Sebastian Johnston, UK, among the world leading experts in 
science in viral infections and asthma, will discuss and provide an update of 
the newest knowledge and look into the possible consequences. 
Professor James Chalmers, UK, chair of EMBARC, the European 
Bronchiectasis Registry, will provide a state-of the-art update in diagnosing 
and treatment of bronchiectasis.  
 
We look forward to sharing new knowledge and have fruitful scientific 
discussions with you. 
 
 

Kind Regards 
AstraZeneca A/S 
Nordic-Baltic MC 
The Respiratory Team 

 
Annette Axel               
Key Account Manager 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Program for Severe Astma 25. september er her til orientering. 
Fuld invitation med information om tilmelding er sendt til ledelsen i alle regioner. 
 

                                                

 

Når du tilmelder dig dette møde, indsamler AstraZeneca dine personoplysninger (fx navn, e-mail). Formålet med 
indsamlingen er at administrere og bekræfte din deltagelse i mødet.  
Dine personoplysninger vil blive behandlet som beskrevet på https://www.globalprivacy.astrazeneca.com/dk 
 
Arrangementet vil blive anmeldt til Etisk Nævn for Lægemiddelindustrien (ENLI) inden arrangementets afholdelse. 
Arrangementet er efter AstraZenecas opfattelse i overensstemmelse med reglerne på området, selvom 

arrangementet ikke på forhånd er godkendt af ENLI. 
 
Reklamebekendtgørelsens § 1, stk. 3 definition af sundhedspersoner: ”Ved sundhedspersoner forstås læger, 
tandlæger, dyrlæger, farmaceuter, sygeplejersker, veterinærsygeplejersker, farmakonomer, jordemødre, 
bioanalytikere, kliniske diætister, radiografer, social- og sundhedsassistenter og studerende inden for disse fag.” 
 

 

https://www.globalprivacy.astrazeneca.com/dk

